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i} E\ j DATE

FROM : Chief of Station, Guatemala
SUBJECT: GENERAL—

"speciFic—  KUGOWN Operational Report

Ref: GUAT 623

1. ESCOBILLA informed RAZMARA that in his opinion it will not be
possible to induce the Church to take part in the formation of a labor
movement at this time, :

2. According to ESCOBILLA, the Church encouraged the formation of the
Union Nacional de Trabajadores Libres (UNTL). An unidentified Basque priest
had been assigned this task by the Archbishop, but after the government
crack~down on the UNTL and expulsion of its leaders the priest was assigned
other duties and the Church decided to suspend any further activities in
the labor field until a more propitious time, ESCOBILIA understands that
a group of - JJesuits specially trained in labor matters will be
brought into the country if and when a government favorable to the
Church is established.

z. ESCOBILIA added that the Church's reluctance to take a more active
part at this time is conditioned by Constitutional provisions forbidding
it to mix in labor or political matters,

4, Despite the negative results of this attempt to inspire Church
action in the labor field, we still feel it possible to arrange for some
positive steps even though it probably will be necessary t0 conceal the
fact and the nature of the part that the Church might play. SUPERIOR
appears to be the only other person that cofild undertake to establish
contacts in Church circles at this time, ESTIBAL will be instructed to
investigate all possibilities as soon as SUPERIOR returns to WSBURNT.

“ George L; Tranger
26 May 1954 i
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